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Objective
Provide a public collaborative thesaurus that ties 
into ontologies as available.  Capture canonical 
terms, synonyms, term relations, term hierarchy 
and term metadata such as 'ambiguous term in 

Medline', provenance, authorship, links to 
ontologies, ... 
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Requirements

• Allow collaborative management of 
thesauri

• with curated approved or group/wiki 
style contribution workflows

• Allow manual addition/editing of thesauri

• Import/export thesauri and synonym sets 
programmatically (in different formats - 
plugin architecture)
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Meeting Objective

• Get feedback on how hard/easy this will be 
with semantic web technologies

• Suggestions for the technology stack

• Rough estimates on the resources required 
to build

• Who might be interested in participating

• Identify expertise required and potentially 
available for consulting
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Possibilities
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LexWiki

• caBIG project

• Semantic mediawiki thesaurus 

• Not currently collaborative

• API???
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Drupal

• can expose structured content as RDF (a la 
Stephane Corlosquet’s presentation)

• XML Taxonomy Import/Export (RDF)

• Built-in thesaurus support

• Strong ACL/groups
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Ideas

Suggestions

Advice
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Results from Meeting

• Check into Knewco’s synonym usage for 
querying Pubmed

• Recommendation to follow up with 
LexWiki’s development team

• Wordnet’s database technology might hold 
a solution

• Consensus - GUI layer of X on top of 
SKOS on top of RDF triple store most 
appropriate for given requirements
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