Problem Description:
Referring to HTML5 specifications on http://dev.w3.org/html5/spec/, there are new date and time values added to the type attribute of the input element (date, month, week, time, datetime, datetime-local). These types follow the Gregorian calendar format while there are more calendars that are widely used in some regions ( i.e. Islamic (Hijri ) Calendar which is the official calendar in Saudi Arabic and other ME countries).

We propose adding the support for the Islamic calendar in HTML5 specifications. 

Proposed solutions: 
1) Add new types to define the calendar type:

· datetime-islamic (Umm Al-Qura Calendar)
· datetime-islamic-civil

· datetime-islamic-religious

· datetime-local-islamic (Umm Al-Qura Calendar)

· datetime-local-islamic-civil

· datetime-local-islamic-religious

· date-islamic (Umm Al-Qura Calendar)
· date-islamic-civil

· date-islamic-religious

Example: 

<input type=”datetime-islamic” name="Islamic.calendar">

2) Add a new attribute (calendar) to define the calendar type with values:

· islamic (Umm Al-Qura Calendar)
· islamic-civil

· islamic-religious

Example:

<input type=”datetime” calendar=”islamic”  name="Islamic.calendar">

Islamic (Hijri) Calendar description:

The Islamic calendar (is also known as Hijri calendar) is a purely lunar calendar, and thus an Islamic year of twelve lunar months does not correspond to the solar year used by most other calendar systems including the Gregorian.

There are three main types of the Islamic calendar:

The first is the civil calendar, which uses a fixed cycle of alternating 29- and 30-day months, with a leap day added to the last month of 11 out of every 30 years. This calendar is easily calculated and thus predictable in advance, so it is used as the civil calendar in a number of Arab countries. 

The Islamic religious calendar, however, is based on the observation of the crescent moon. It is thus affected by the position at which the observations are made, seasonal variations in the time of sunset, the eccentricities of the moon's orbit, and even the weather at the observation site. This makes it impossible to calculate in advance, and it causes the start of a month in the religious calendar to differ from the civil calendar by up to three days. 

The third type is Umm Al-Qura calendar, it is the official calendar used by the Saudi Arabia and it is based on astronomical calculations.
Months:

The Islamic months are named as follows in Arabic:
	1
	محرّم
	Muharram

	2
	صفر
	Safar

	3
	ربيع الأوّل
	Rabi I

	4
	ربيع الثاني or ربيع الآخر
	Rabi II

	5
	جمادى الأولى
	Jumada I

	6
	جمادى الآخرة, جمادى الثانية
	Jumada II

	7
	رجب
	Rajab

	8
	شعبان
	Sha’ban

	9
	رمضان
	Ramadan

	10
	شوّال
	Shawwal

	11
	ذو القعدة
	Dhul-Qa’da 

	12
	ذو الحجّة
	Dhul-Hijja


Days of the week:
	1
	الاثنين
	al-Ithnayn

	2
	الثلاثاء
	ath-Thalaathaa

	3
	الأربعاء
	al-Arba'aa'

	4
	الخميس
	al-Khamis

	5
	الجمعة
	al-Jumu'ah

	6
	السبت
	as-Sabt

	7
	الأحد
	al- Ahad


References:

The following links include more details about the rules and examples of the Islamic Calendar.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamic_calendar
http://www.islamicmoon.com/Moonsighting%20Ummal-Qura%20Calendar.htm
http://www.makkahcalendar.org/en/saudiArabianCalendar.php
http://www.islamicfinder.org/Hcal/index.php
http://icu-project.org/apiref/icu4j/com/ibm/icu/util/IslamicCalendar.html
http://dojotoolkit.org/reference-guide/dojox/date/islamic.html
