
Renato Iannella
Co-Chair, W3C ODRL Community Group 
Principal Consultant, Triples 
r@iannel.la

A future path 
for ODRL

W3C ODRL Workshop 20/21 July 2026 - London
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ODRL - Recent Activities
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https://w3c.github.io/odrl/landscape/
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Key Strategic Points
• The original ODRL Information Model is “sound and robust” 

• But needs to be supported by a “Semantic Model” to provide clarity in policy evaluation 

• The vocabulary is ever expanding (and small community profiles are rare) 

• Redesign of the vocab hierarchy (use and reuse…) 

• Need a new dynamic way to include new terms and governance 

• W3C Registry Track: https://www.w3.org/policies/process/#registries 

• Community Profiles need more tangible guidance 

• Develop a comprehensive example to use as a template 

• Some Community Profiles are very strategic… 

• Finance…Media (images)…Data Spaces…AI… ? 

• Can these become W3C Recommendations? 

• Others may take longer time frames (Publishing…?) and need support in the CG longer term



Key Strategic Points
• ODRL can’t do Policy enforcement 

• Need new “ODRL Authorisation Profiles” 

• Mapping of ODRL to current “Policy Management Platforms” 

• CEDAR 

• https://docs.cedarpolicy.com 

• Open Policy Agent 

•  https://www.openpolicyagent.org/docs/policy-language 

• Google Zanzibar 

• https://authzed.com/learn/google-zanzibar#what-is-google-zanzibar 

• Greater enterprise integration and industry adoption 

• Working and supported Reference Software and Tools

https://docs.cedarpolicy.com
https://www.openpolicyagent.org/docs/policy-language
https://authzed.com/learn/google-zanzibar#what-is-google-zanzibar


Key Technical Points
• A new Namespace 

• Use full OWL concepts 

• ODRL is not a SKOS Vocabulary (too limiting) 

• Need SHACL rules for Validation 

• Develop a forwards-compatibility conversion process
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ODRL WG Charter
• Timeline: Jan 2027 to Dec 2028 

• Nominate Co-chairs 

• Determine Task Groups and Leads 

• Determine Deliverables List (Recs, Registries, Notes) 

• Determine Document Editors 

• Determine deliverable dependencies and dates 

• Some Profiles could start in the WG but may be transferred to the CG 

• Determine meeting schedule (online and F2F at TPACs) 

• Determine internal W3C coordination (other WGs) 

• Determine External coordination 

• JPEG Trust 

• Draft WG Charter should be ready for TPAC meeting (end of October) Breakout Session 

• Gather more support/consensus



ODRL Success (or not)
• ODRL needs to encourage more Industry participation 

• Provide real-world solutions for real-world business challenges 

• Support development of working solutions 

• Top 3 options 

• Finance 

• Images/Media (aka JPEG Trust) 

• Data Spaces 

• Prioritise business Use Cases 

• The Charter should reflect this


