
W3C Directory

Introduction

The LD Community Directory is deliverable of the GLD WG. Details [1]

The Directory lists organizations involved in research, provision of data and/or applications, or 
deployments of data-driven applications based on Linked Data principles.

• Information is submitted by a representative
• Submissions are open
• The information is represented & available as Linked Data
• Increases the availability of useful Linked Data, demonstrating the value of LD
• Neutrality. The W3C does not endorse any of the organizations listed in the Directory.

W3C Directory Workflow (proposed)

Users:
1) User navigates to Web form on http://dir.w3.org and fills out relevant information.
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2) RDF (Turtle) is generated in raw format as well as a file for download.

3) User receives an email instructing them to publish that file/content somewhere on the 
Web. The file can be an attachment or downloaded manually from the form.



4) User navigates to URL Submission form on dir.w3.org to submit link to published 
RDF content.

5) User is notified via email when the entry has been validated and entered into the 
directory.

User Interface

User can then interact with the listing either via an alphabetic sort function:



or by viewing visualizations about the current contents of the directory:

Users can also view a specific organization and its projects in a collected view:



It is also important to note that users can download the data they see when viewing a 
specific organization. They can also download the entirety of the directory from the 
Listing page. 

Management:
1) System Administrator receives email notification that a new URL has been submitted.
2) SA runs script that automatically takes the following steps:

1) Gathers RDF from submitted URL
2) Validates it for syntactic validity
3) Publishes it to the directory
4) Sends email notification to user who submitted the URL to alert them that the 

entry has been accepted (or denied if it was not valid RDF).

Advantages to this approach:
1) We’re creating a directory of people doing Linked Data projects using a Linked Data 

approach. This affords us the ability to link to common/popular Linked Data sets such 
as DBpedia.

2) No need for users or managers to create, manage, or monitor accounts on dir.w3.org.
3) Updates can be made locally by users, and as long as the URL doesn’t change, the 

directory will automatically gather those updates and reflect them in the directory.
4) Allows other users to easily add to existing data by using the same URI’s to describe 

the same company.
5) Keeps the canonical source of the data within the organization’s or user’s control. 

The directory does not contain the data, it simply aggregates it.

Current Requirements:
Current requirements for the interface and data that needs to be gathered will not 
change. It can be found at http://www.w3.org/2011/gld/wiki/
Community_Directory_Requirements.
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