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RDFa in the wildRDFa in the wild
You may have heard that many big players on the 
Web support RDFa

You don't hear so often which vocabularies they support
You don't hear so often how they use RDFa

So the question arises: (how) can I benefit from it? 
(not being a specialist on SW).
This short talk gives a few examples how RDFa is 
used these days by Facebook, Google and Yahoo

They all support “data on the Web”. Usually beside RDFa 
there is Microformats, Microdata, eRDF or data delivered by 
a Web service supported
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RDFa and            RDFa and            
Facebook uses RDFa for its Open Graph Protocol
A very simple (and flat) vocabulary
Only one subject per Web page
All values (objects in RDF terminology) are literals 
(strings)
@prefix og: <http://opengraphprotocol.org/schema/>
Properties of OGP:
og:title, og:type, og:image, og:url, 
og:description, og:site_name, og:latitude, 
og:longitude, og:street-address, og:locality, 
og:postal-code, og:country-name, og:email, 
og:phone_number, og:fax_number, og:upc, og:isbn

http://opengraphprotocol.org/schema/
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RDFa and            RDFa and            
Allowed values for og:type:
activity, sport, bar, company, cafe, hotel, restaurant, 
cause, sports_league, sports_team, band, government, 
non_profit, school, university, actor, athlete, author, 
director, musician, politician, public_figure, city, 
country, landmark, state_province, album, book, drink, 
food, game, movie, product, song, tv_show, article, 
blog, website
Websites within the Open Graph will be treated like social 
objects within Facebook when registered
A Like button allows you to indicate that you like the subject 
represented by the Web site. Your friends will be informed
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RDFa and            RDFa and            
Data provided on a Web site can be used in 
Facebook applications in the same way as data 
from Facebook internal social objects is used
The page becomes a node on Facebook's social 
graph
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RDFa and            RDFa and            
The RDFa graph for Facebook looks (today) 
pretty simple:
Example:

http://www.ict-media.de/
ict-Media GmbH

http://www.ict-media.de

53757

Sankt Augustin

Germany

company

og:titleog:site_nameog:street-address Zedernweg 85og:postal-codeog:locality

og:country-name

og:latitude

og:longitude

50.7770977.194886

og:type
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RDFa and                RDFa and                
Google is introducing what they call rich snippets.

“With rich snippets, webmasters with sites containing 
structured content—for example, review sites or business 
listings—can label their content to make it clear that each 
labeled piece of text represents a certain type of data ...”
Currently only for review sites and social 
networking/people profile sites. Other types of content in 
the future
Moving forward with caution
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RDFa and                RDFa and                
Formats: microdata, 
microformats, or RDFa.
Started with its own 
vocabulary
http://rdf.data-
vocabulary.org/
Meanwhile supports 
other popular 
vocabularies like foaf or 
vCard
Still sort of experimental 
– but with a high 
potential
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                                      SearchMonkeySearchMonkey
SearchMonkey roles:

Developers develop search applications
Site owners provide data (e.g. using 
RDFa)
Users can register for certain 
SearchMonkey applications

All applications are sort of Open 
Source (Yahoo licence)
The SearchMonkey application 
gallery holds a lot of examples.
Developers can submit their 
applications for the Search Gallery
Developers can also offer the use of 
their application on their Website
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                                      SearchMonkeySearchMonkey
SearchMonkey applications are pieces of PHP that define how – for a set 
of URIs – the search result are displayed. 

SearchMonkey gives special support for some data “Objects”.
Data can be specified using popular vocabularies like vcard, Dublin 
Core, foaf and private ones like 
http://search.yahoo.com/searchmonkey/
SearchMonkey applications go beyond use of data within the page 
(e.g. you can enhance a result with URLs for machine translations 
etc.)
Example search result with custom application:
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Example from http://www.ict-Media.de/talks.html

Included from:http://www.w3.org/Talks/

from http://www.ict-Media.de/
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A Semantic Search EngineA Semantic Search Engine
There are many tools on the Web to play around 
with Web pages containing RDFa.
A nice one: the Sindice Inspector:
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The original QuestionThe original Question
How can I benefit from it?
I have to provide my RDFa many times:

Once for each of their vocabularies (which actually many 
pages do!)
Some smart OWL code could probably help to bridge the 
gap between the most rather simple vocabularies but
Today they will not interpret OWL
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ConclusionConclusion
We are rather at the beginning

In terms of how RDFa is used by the big players
In terms of who can benefit from it
In terms of the effort to provide RDFa for all of them ...
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Nevertheless ...Nevertheless ...
Not only data users (like search engines) but also 
information providers use more and more RDFa on their 
Web pages

Famous RDFa providers: NewsWeek, TESCO, O’Reilly 
Catalog, Best Buy, Public Library of Science ...

There are many tools around for developers. (RDFa 
checker and RDFa parser)
Many Wikis, Blogs or CMSs can easily be configured to 
support RDFa



Copyright © 2010, W3C

(16)

(16)

Slides are available at:
http://www.w3.org/2010/Talks/0915Berlin-KB/
in OpenDocument Presentation Format and PDF
in English

Questions? Thank you for your attention!


