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Web Science is an interdisciplinary approach to examine the World Wide Web, engineer its future, and ensure its social benefit [1]. The Web Science Research 

Initiative (WSRI) is a joint research body  between  the Computer Science and Artificial Intelligence Laboratory (CSAIL) at MIT, and the School of Electronics and 

Computer Science (ECS) at the University of Southampton. It aims to facilitate and produce the fundamental scientific advances of the Web.

One research challenge in Web Science is developing a methodology to measure and forecast the impact of the mobile web in rural areas of developing world. It is 

crucial, because for over fifteen years the Web has been mainly designed for people in developed countries [2]. However, more than 80% of the world population live 

in less developed regions, where in rural areas the only available telecommunication means can be mobile phones [3] [4]. Moreover, since 2002 there has been an 

impressive growth of mobile cellular penetration in the developing world [5]. This poster explains a possible Web Science approach to understand the potential impact 

of this technology, both in the developing world and on the Web in general. 
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Mobile Cellular Subscriptions [5]
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