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THOMAS Where's the Data?
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THOMAS Mission

* Provide free and timely access to current and
historical legislative data

* Educate and inform citizens to enable life-long
participation in, and knowledge of, the legislative
process

* Provide intuitive, usable tools for finding legislative
information, for everyone
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THOMAS Who is our audience?

e (Citizens
e Congressional staffers

e K- 12 students and
educators

e Librarians and
researchers

e College students,
historians

e Journalists, lawyers,
activists

e And many more...
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THOMAS Challenges

e Diversity of audience

e Diversity of content: Bills, Congressional Record, Committee
Reports, Nominations, Treaties

e Multiple sources: Library of Congress, House/Senate, Government
Printing Office

e Many data types/formats: full text, database, XML, PDF
e Legacy data structures, outdated interface
e Little separation of presentation and function

e Data process flow and integration
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THOMAS Strategies

* Learn from our users

« Iterative, progressive development

 Implement best practices in Web design and development
* Refine the data delivery processes

 Adopt new and emerging technologies
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THOMAS edesign

e Launched in November | meumrarvocoxGe
2005

@ THOMAS Home
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e Ability to browse by sponsor,
links to Senate hearings from |
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e Educational features
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THOMAS The BETA

The LIBRARY of CONGRESS  Try New THOMAS Features
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THOMAS Search Results
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THOMAS Document View
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THOMAS Guided Search

The LIBRARY of CONGRESS Try New THOMAS Features (B The LIBRARY of CONGRESS Try New THOMAS Features (BETA)
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THOMAS Guided Search
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THOMAS Guided Search

The LIBRARY of CONGRESS  Try New THOMAS Features (BETA)
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THOMAS Feedback

e “jam doing a presentation on Thomas for a class and the new Beta version is
great and much easier to navigate”

o "] just checked your new system for a few minutes and will be back. So far, I
liked it a lot. Thanks for making it easier for us old folks to find 'stuff”

o “Excellent update to Thomas! This will make tracking bills much easier. It

would be nice to look at past issues of the Congressional Record--instead of
just the current date.”

o "] think the changes are GREAT. Keep them coming . THOMAS is quite
informative.”
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THOMAS BETA Architecture

* Java/ JSP application
architecture

* Taxonomies, controlled
vocabularies

* Enabled for re-use APACHE

* Development of shared
architectures for public and
internal systems
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THOMAS Looking Forward

Syndication
* Implementation of RSS feeds for legislative updates
* Development of widgets, gadgets

BETA Into Production
* Usability testing
* Roll out of new functions
* E-malil alerting
* Saved searches
* [nteractive, educational features

* Advanced searching
* Persistent URLs
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THOMAS In Closing

"And say, finally, whether peace is best preserved by
g/vm%; energy to the government or information to the
€. This last is the most certain and the most
/eg/t/mate engine of government. Educate and inform
the whole mass of the people...They are the only sure

reliance for the preservation of our liberty."

--Thomas Jefferson to James Madison
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THOMAS Contact

Chris Testa

Manager of Customer Requirements
Web Services Division

Library of Congress

ctes@loc.gov
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