
Natural Alternative Use Case
(Kei Cheung and Jun Zhao)

• Explore how patients might use multilingual 
social and semantic bookmarking tools for 
finding and sharing Web resources for natural 
alternatives for disease treatment 

• Ginkgo biloba is an herb that has been used as 
a natural supplement for treating Alzheimer 
disease

• Faviki is a social and semantic bookmarking tool 
supporting different languages



Part 1:
Ginkgo biloba -- a natural supplement 

for treating Alzheimer Disease



Resources for Finding Alternative 
Treatment of Alzheimer Disease

(e.g., http://www.alzforum.org)



Chinese WikiPedia (Ginkgo biloba)
(http://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E9%8A%80%E6%9D%8F)



Medline Plus
(http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/druginfo/natural/patient-ginkgo.html)



Medline Plus (cont’d)



ClinicalTrials.gov
(http://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT00010803?term=dekosky&rank=1)

This has link to MedlinePlus’s alzheimer’s disease and dimentia (but not to ginkgo biloba)



ClinicalTrials.gov

This study was published in a
PubMed article.



PubMed
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19017911?dopt=Abstract)



USA Today
(http://www.usatoday.com/news/health/2008-11-18-gingko-biloba-

alzheimers_N.htm)

This news
article was 
based on a study
published in JAMA
(see the previous
PubMed article) 



Part 2: Faviki



Faviki (http://www.faviki.com)

• a social bookmarking tool that allows everybody 
to use Wikipedia terms as their tags

• tags are drawn from a pool of controlled terms
• support multilingual tagging 
• a case study for the W3C Semantic Web Activity



The social bookmarking



The social bookmarking

Multilingual 
tagging



The multilingual tagging
• Users configure their native 

languages in their Faviki 
accounts

• When loading a web page, 
Faviki uses Google AJAX 
Language API to translate 
the page

• Uses Zemanta API to auto-
suggest wikipedia terms for 
tagging

• Uses DBPedia to find tags in 
users' native language 

Ref: http://faviki.wordpress.com/



A user's story
• If I register myself with Chinese being my native language
• Even if I used an English term to tag my page, e.g. Alzheimer's 

Disease, my tag cloud will only preserve the Chinese version of 
that term “阿兹海默病”, see 
http://www.faviki.com/person/jun.zhao

• Can be a problem when doing the query:
– If I search for everything about “Ginkgo biloba”, pages only 

tagged with “银杏”, the Chinese name for Ginkgo biloba, will 
not be returned

http://www.faviki.com/person/jun.zhao


Use tagging results
• Search tags

• HTTP request:
– http://www.faviki.com/tag/Ginkgo_biloba
– Only returns a HTML page

• Faviki API
– Under testing phase: http://faviki.wikia.com/wiki/API
– Save/Edit tags, but not querying tags
– Wishlist: being able to retrieve/download tags in 

RDF format

http://www.faviki.com/tag/Ginkgo_biloba
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