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 The Proprietary SaaS Competition...



 Open-Source Market Leader in Europe...



 Local gov’ts often rolled their own...



 New Platform Options



 Core Data Management System Features

Text



Why Does Open-Source Matter?

• No vendor lock-In
 
• Security transparency (US DoD is a major consumer for this 
reason)

• Open-Source platforms often pay more heed to open formats 
and standards (e.g.: DCAT, RDFa, OData, JSON vs Shapefiles, PDF, 
etc.)

• Innovation: healthy open-source projects can aggregate more 
engineering effort than proprietary alternatives, propagate great 
new extensions faster

• Hosting options: consume as a cloud-hosted service today, 
host in-house tomorrow

• Cost (sometimes)



 In 2012 CKAN Broke Out... 
Not Just for  Europe Anymore...



 CKAN Worldwide



 CKAN in the US (w/ Drupal)



 CKAN for Local US Governments...



http://flickr.com/photos/rocketqueen/1573565705/

 Data.gov Will Soon Be CKAN+Drupal



http://flickr.com/photos/rocketqueen/1573565705/

 Ditto the Open Government Platform



 Why Is Drupal 
Involved? 

• Like CKAN, open-
source 

•Increasingly, Drupal 
already manages the 
content of government 

• >1 million sites (2% of all 
sites), 3,718 Code 
commits/wk, 6,388 issue 
comments/wk
 

• 24% of .gov sites = in-
house skills already in 
government



 New Drupal-Native “DKAN” version



 DKAN
• Fully functional data portal housing datasets, Solr search, accessible 
via JSON and RDF; csv or xml files uploaded through Drupal, stored in 
*SQL, visualized through Recline.js

• Seeks to replicate CKAN 2.0 functionality, design, standards, & API

• Reuses CKAN components wherever possible (e.g.: Recline.js)

• Built with support and input from the Open Knowledge Foundation

• Fully open project, with code on Drupal.org/project/DKAN



 Potential Benefits of Drupal-Based “DKAN” 
as an Open Data Platform

• Extensible - 18,489 Modules (vs ~40 for CKAN), so easy to add and 
customize functionality

• Rapid innovation-- 3,718 Code commits/wk, 6,388 issue comments/
wk 

• Mature platform and transparent rigorous upgrade process

• Choice of support options - 100s of competent firms

• FISMA certified cloud hosting options 

• INTEGRATES Data Management Systems (DMS) more easily w/ the 
Content Management Systems (CMS) running public websites where we 
want to tell data stories, & where lots of de facto data is already published 
as content...



Data Isn’t Static...

Real-Time

Augmentable



http://flickr.com/photos/rocketqueen/1573565705/

On NYSenate.gov, Senators Are Data Too…



Events Are Data Too…



http://flickr.com/photos/rocketqueen/1573565705/

The Structured Data of Committee Events



All Content is Data

Video

Metadata



Alex Byrnes to go deeper on CKAN...
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Aaron Couch to go deeper on DKAN...

aaron@nuams.co 
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ckan.org

drupal.org/project/dkan

DKAN DEMO: http://dkan.nuamsdev.com
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