
Open Government Information 
and Data in New Zealand 

Keitha Booth 

 Programme Leader, Open Government 
Data and Information Secretariat 

WC3 eGovernment Interest Group 21 January 2013 
 



Open Government in NZ 

Clear Cabinet decision and intent “proactive disclosure” OIA review 



Who it applies to 

Central 
government must: 

commit to actively 
releasing high 

value public data 
for release 

discuss plans with 
portfolio Ministers 

report on 
progress to 

portfolio Ministers 

Wider government 
encouraged or 

invited to: 

commit to actively 
releasing their 

high value public 
data for release 



 

Ministerial Committee 

for Public Sector 

Reform 

ICT Strategy Group 

Open Government Data 

and Information Re-use 

CE Steering Group 

Secretariat 

Open Government 

Information and Data 

Re-use Working Group 

 



NZ Data and Information 
Management Principles (2011) 



NZ Government Open Access 
and Licensing framework 
(NZGOAL) 2010 









Transparency 

& democratic 

impacts

Economic & 

social 

impacts

Better Public Services 

Result Areas 9 and 10

Better Public Services 

Functional Leadership 

DECLARATION ON OPEN AND TRANSPARENT GOVERNMENT

Government Priority: 

‘Competitive and 

Productive Economy’

Canterbury Rebuild

Efficiency 

impacts



Some great benefits emerging 

• Economic and social 



Some great benefits emerging 

• Economic & social 

Feeding economic indicators Growing ASB’s business 



Some great benefits emerging 

• Efficiency 



Some great benefits emerging 

• Transparency 



Some new apps using public 
data 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• http://appshopper.com/navigation/nz-tides-pro 

• http://www.tongariro.org.nz/pocketranger 
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Next steps 

 
Continue supporting 
central government 

to release high 
value public data 

Continue training – 
NZGOAL, data 

management, data 
aggregation 

Keep releasing case 
studies showing the 
impact of data reuse 

Work with users to 
understand what 
public data they 

want to use 

Implement the 
programme across 
the wider public 

sector 

Develop a business 
case for an open 
government data 

service 

Report on agency 
adoption of the 

Declaration during 
2012 



Developing the Government 

ICT Strategy 2017 
Centrally Led, Collaboratively Delivered 




