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ATAG Interpretation

A developer’s perspective on the ATAG guidelines 
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Part A

All about making sure the UI of the software meets accessibility standards.
A.1.1:  
Make Web-based UI WCAG-2.0-accessible. 
A.1.2: 
Make non-Web-based UI accessible by their platform guidelines.
A.2.1: 
Editing-views must make alternative content available.
A.2.2: 
Editing-views must make editing  programmatically determinable (accessible).
A.3.1: 
Make the authoring tool keyboard-accessible.
A.3.2: 
Do not use time limits.
A.3.3: 
Do not use flashing content.
A.3.4: 
Web content in editing-views can be navigated to programmatically. For example, in a Web page using headings to help them navigate the page and editing-views need to carry out this same navigation.

A.3.5:
Editing-views enable text-search on the page.
A.3.6: 
If you have display settings, dedicate a part of the authoring tool for the author to control settings that control presentation.
A.3.7: 
Renders of content must be accessible in common user agents.
A.4.1: 
User error should be recoverable.
A.4.2: 
All UI and accessibility must be documented.
A.4.2.1 & A.4.2.2: 

Comment: It was difficult to understand the difference between A.4.2.1 and A.4.2.2 and why one was to single A standards and the other to double A. 

It sounds like the reason for this is A.4.2.1 is more essential because those features are accessibility features, whereas A.4.2.2 is referring to generic features that would be nice to document but not (as) essential.
Part B
All content that has been produced by the authoring tool must be accessible.
B.1.1: 
The authoring tool should not automatically generate inaccessible content in the rendered view or after the author session has ended, so that authors don’t have to then repair that content if it is faulty. Alternatively automatically generate accessible content or allow the author to choose between accessible and inaccessible generated content.
B.1.2: 
Prevent information loss when transforming Web content accessible to WCAG-A.2 level. When you’re copying something from one TinyMCE field in one page and pasting it into another TinyMCE field of another page, no information is lost and the structure of the information meets WCAG.
B.2.1: 
Do not restrict the accessible Web content that authors can specify. For example, the TinyMCE insert-image option doesn’t only provide an option to specify the “alt” text, but provides the full range of attributes that can affect accessibility. 

Q. does that then imply that attributes such as “longdesc” must be included? Also, there are lots of references to “HTML4” in the implementation guidance, should it just say “HTML” to imply the currently relevant version of HTML?
B.2.2: 
If some authoring tools provide multiple ways of producing content, some accessible and some not, ensure that those methods are of equal significance. Don’t bias non-accessible methods over accessible methods.

B.2.3: 
Provide control for authors to modify alternative content and do not intervene unless the alternative content needs repair.
B.2.4: 
Make the default option within each template accessible.
For example, if a post is edited in WordPress and a “Featured image” is set, that featured image needs to include an “alt” attribute by default when the content is generated by WordPress.
B.2.5: 
Make pre-authored content accessible. An example of pre-authored Web content is a News feed that is present on the template page already and not in the Editing-view.
B.3.1: 
Make authors aware of accessibility problems with existing content.
B.3.2: 
Help authors repair accessibility problems.
B.4.1: 
Make prominent any accessibility features in the UI of the authoring tool.
B.4.2: 
Ensure the authoring tool’s documentation meets WCAG.
Glossary

· Alternative content 

Alternative text or media for non-accessible content.

· Pre-authored content 

Web content that was created prior to the author’s session on the authoring tool.
· Editing-view
 Views in which some or all content is editable.
· Renders
 When previewing content, e.g. like how WordPress previews posts.
· Repair 
The process when accessibility problems have been identified and resolved.
· Templates 
The edit post page in WordPress is a template. It provides input fields for the post title and a textarea for the post description. Templates are methods for authors to enter information, which then gets parsed by the authoring tool to create content.
