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• One of the “Big Six Five” Trade Publishers in the U.S.
• Owned by Hachette Livre since 2006.
• Publishes 800+ new titles a year
• HBG sells general fiction, sci-fi, mystery, general non-fiction, 

lifestyle, cookbooks, children’s books, and Christian books
• Divisions: Grand Central Publishing, Little, Brown, Orbit/Yen, 

Little Brown Books for Young Readers, Faith Words, Hyperion, 
Hachette Audio

• Print, audio and ebook
• HBG has published ebooks since the earliest days of 3½ inch 

floppies, Rocketbook, and .lit
• HBG was the first major publisher to standardize on EPUB2 as 

our only ebook format, in 2007.
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The transition to Word Track Changes Phase One, c. 2005

Track Changes Baaaad!



Traditional paper-based editorial production workflow 
for one-color text from author to finished print and digital (2009)

More than 20 touch points 
where the production of the book 

was in the hands of Fed-EX. 



It’s all about the Author

Our job is to express the 
Author’s vision, not hinder it.



But there are all types of Authors

A first novel—ten years in 
the making.



EM—EM 

To   or not to 

It would have been far easier 
to go from typesetting with hot metal 

directly to HTML +CSS

Our priority is to create a wonderful reading 
experience, which is why we argue about…





The Exotic World of 
Trade Publishing 

Part Two: The Books 

Dave Cramer / Hachette Book Group





All these books 
were typeset using 

HTML+CSS*

*with PrinceXML*

*Which is awesome.*

*and nearly bulletproof.



It’s just text… it can’t 
be that complicated!
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Obsessed with 
typography and 

pagination



 Copyright © 2013 Hachette Book Group :: Created by Phil Madans & Dave Cramer for the W3C Workshop Publishing and the Open Web Platform :: September 16–17, 2013 :: Paris, France



 Copyright © 2013 Hachette Book Group :: Created by Phil Madans & Dave Cramer for the W3C Workshop Publishing and the Open Web Platform :: September 16–17, 2013 :: Paris, France



 Copyright © 2013 Hachette Book Group :: Created by Phil Madans & Dave Cramer for the W3C Workshop Publishing and the Open Web Platform :: September 16–17, 2013 :: Paris, France



…or just obsessed.
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 Schema XHTML



CSS*

*or things that look a 
lot like CSS but are not 
W3C recs or even 
stable editor’s drafts…



background
background-color
border
clear
color
column-count
column-gap
content
display
float
font-family
font-style
font-variant
font-weight
height
hyphens

letter-spacing
line-height
list-style
list-style-type
margin
max-height
min-height
orphans
padding
page-break-after
page-break-before
page-break-inside
prince-bleed
prince-trim
prince-hyphenate-after

prince-hyphenate-before
prince-hyphenate-lines
prince-page-group
prince-text-replace
prince-glyph-index
prince-opentype
size
string-set
text-align
text-indent
text-transform
vertical-align
widows
width
word-spacing



@page {
  size: 6in 9in;
  margin-top: 56pt;
  margin-bottom: 82pt;
  margin-inside: 54pt;
  margin-outside: 54pt;
  padding: 0 0 0 0;
  @footnotes {
    border-top: 0.25pt solid cmyk(0%,0%,0%,100%);
    margin-top: 7pt; /*(LHx0.5)*/
    padding-bottom: 7pt; /*(LHx0.5)*/
    vertical-align: bottom;
    max-height: 200pt;
    }
  }



prince-bleed: 30pt;
prince-trim: 15pt;
prince-page-group: start;
prince-hyphenate-after: 3;
prince-hyphenate-before: 2;
display: prince-footnote; 

div.Chapter-rw {
  page: body-rw;
  prince-page-group: start;
}

@page body-rw:first {
  @bottom-center {
    content: normal; 
  }
}



prince-text-replace: "…" "\202F.\202F.\202F.\202F";  

before

after



/*INDIC*/
.abvm-rw {font-variant: prince-opentype(abvm); font-feature-settings: "abvm";}  /*Above-base Mark Positioning. Lang: Indic */
.abvs-rw {font-variant: prince-opentype(abvs); font-feature-settings: "abvs";}  /*Above-base Substitutions. Lang: Indic */
.akhn-rw {font-variant: prince-opentype(akhn); font-feature-settings: "akhn";}  /*Akhands. Lang: Kannada, Indic*/
.blwf-rw {font-variant: prince-opentype(blwf); font-feature-settings: "blwf";}  /*Below-base Forms. Lang:  Indic*/
.blwm-rw {font-variant: prince-opentype(blwm); font-feature-settings: "blwm";}  /*Below-base Mark Positioning. Lang: Indic*/
.blws-rw {font-variant: prince-opentype(blws); font-feature-settings: "blws";}  /*Below-base Substitutions. Lang: Indic*/
.cjct-rw {font-variant: prince-opentype(cjct); font-feature-settings: "cjct";}  /*Conjunct Forms. Lang: Indic/Devanagari*/
.dist-rw {font-variant: prince-opentype(dist); font-feature-settings: "dist";}  /*Distances. Lang: Indic*/
.fwid-rw {font-variant: prince-opentype(fwid); font-feature-settings: "fwid";}  /*Full Widths. Lang: Monospaced forms*/
.half-rw {font-variant: prince-opentype(half); font-feature-settings: "half";}  /*Half Forms. Lang: Indic*/
.haln-rw {font-variant: prince-opentype(haln); font-feature-settings: "haln";}  /*Halant Forms. Lang: Indic*/
.nukt-rw {font-variant: prince-opentype(nukt); font-feature-settings: "nukt";}  /*Nukta Forms. Lang: Indic*/
.rphf-rw {font-variant: prince-opentype(rphf); font-feature-settings: "rphf";}  /*Reph Forms. Lang: Indic*/
.pref-rw {font-variant: prince-opentype(pref); font-feature-settings: "pref";}  /*Pre-Base Forms. Lang: Khmer, Myanmar, Indic*/
.pres-rw {font-variant: prince-opentype(pres); font-feature-settings: "pres";}  /*Pre-base Substitutions. Lang: Indic*/
.pstf-rw {font-variant: prince-opentype(pstf); font-feature-settings: "pstf";}  /*Post-base Forms. Lang: Khmer, Indic*/
.rkrf-rw {font-variant: prince-opentype(rkrf); font-feature-settings: "rkrf";}  /*Rakar Forms. Lang: Indic*/
.rlig-rw {font-variant: prince-opentype(rlig); font-feature-settings: "rlig";}  /*Required Ligatures. Lang: Indic*/
.vatu-rw {font-variant: prince-opentype(vatu); font-feature-settings: "vatu";}  /*Vattu Variants. Lang: Indic*/





@page body-rw:first {
   @top-center {content: 
normal;}
   @bottom-center {
    content: normal;
     }
    }

@page body-rw:left {
  @top-center {
    content: flow(verso);
    }
  @bottom-center {
    content: normal;
    } 
  }

@page body-rw:right {
  @top-center {
    content: flow(recto);
    }
  @bottom-center {
    content: normal;
    }
  }

p.verso-cus {
flow: static(verso);
font-family: "Minion Pro 
Regular";
font-style: normal;
content: prince-glyph-
index(1255);
font-size: 10pt;
text-align: center;
text-indent: 0;
}

p.verso-cus:before {
content: counter(page);
display: inline;
padding-right: 15pt;
font-family: 'Garamond 3';
font-style: italic;
font-size: 10pt;
margin: 0;
text-indent: 0;
}

p.verso-cus:after {
content: string(flow-
header-left-rw);
display: inline;
padding-left: 15pt;
font-family: 'Garamond 3';
font-style: italic;
margin: 0;
text-indent: 0;
font-size: 10pt;
}

p.recto-cus {
flow: static(recto);
font-family: "Minion Pro 
Regular";
content: prince-glyph-
index(1255);
font-size: 10pt;
text-align: center;
text-indent: 0;
}

p.recto-cus:before {
content: string(flow-
header-rw);
display: inline;
padding-right: 15pt;
font-family: 'Garamond 3';
font-style: italic;
font-size: 10pt;
margin: 0;
text-indent: 0;
}

p.recto-cus:after {
content: counter(page);
display: inline;
padding-left: 15pt;
font-family: 'Garamond 3 
LT';
font-style: italic;
margin: 0;
text-indent: 0;
font-size: 10pt;
}







Hardcover first eBook Paperback

Text title page

Image title page

Landmarks

Chapters

Reading group 

Sales quotes

Many Editions 
of the Same Book



<div class="backmatter-rw ReadingGroupGuide-rw dp-TradePaperback-rw">

<div class="frontmatter-rw Landmarks-rw exclude-print-rw">

<div class="frontmatter-rw BookTitlePage-rw exclude-reader-rw">

<xsl:template match="*[contains(@class, 'exclude-print')]"/>

HTML:

XSL for Print:

<xsl:template match="*[contains(@class, 'exclude-reader')]"/>

XSL for e-book:



Slugs





/* PAGE LEFT BOTTOM SLUGLINE 
========================== */
/* Page Left Bottom Right */
@page:left {

@bottom-right {
            content: '$IDENTIFIER$' '&#8195;' string(section-
number-str) '&#8195;' string(section-title-str) '&#8195;' 
'$DATETIME$' '&#8195;' counter(page) !important;
            font-family: Courier, monospace !important;
            font-size: 7pt !important;
            line-height: 7pt !important;
            white-space: nowrap !important;
            text-align: right !important;
            vertical-align: bottom !important;
            margin-bottom: -20pt !important;
            padding: 0 !important;
        }
}



Why is this so hard?



control over pagination and line-breaking 
minimum/optimum/maximum, “break line 
here!” • styling content in margin boxes • 
more facets to describe font-families font-
optical-weight, custom facet • content 
profiling • apply new named pages without 
page-breaks • variables and calculations • 
automation of pagination • XPath-strength 
CSS selectors • regions, exclusions & 
templates • inject “hooks” for styling • 
callouts • 


