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A possible use of OGD: the measurement of 
institutional and economical transparency

Transparency has been generally 
measured through proxies that 

evaluate perception of transparency. 
The de facto use of portals for the 

release of economical and 
institutional transparency (E&IT) 

demands a more objective approach 
for measuring E&IT
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A possible use of OGD: the measurement of 
institutional and economical transparency

1. Specific FOI policy

2. Availability 

3. Timeliness

4. Facility to find

5. Relevancy of location

6. Primariness 

7. Machine readability

8. Representation  tool 



A possible use of OGD: the measurement of 
institutional and economical transparency

Freedom of Information (FOI) legislation

Public hearing of draft laws

Asset declaration of top public figures

Public procurement 

Central government Budget

International aid received

Revenues from natural resources

Air pollution 
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A possible use of OGD: the measurement of 
institutional and economical transparency

The variable that measures the
availability of FOI legislation was
also correlated to the GDOI
resulting in a Pearson’s r of 0.775
and t test (2-tailed) of 0.

The GDOI was correlated to the
overall perception of economical
and institutional transparency. The
correlation yields a Pearson R of
0.535 and a 2-tail test of .033 with
indicate a statistical significant
correlation



A possible use of OGD: the measurement of 
institutional and economical transparency

Pearson’s rho of 0.215 and t 
test (2-tailed) of 0.423.
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Another use of OGD: the leveraging of the 
“publicity condition”  

Recent research (Lindsedt & Naurin) has found that transparency 
is not enough for the reduction of corruption as other 
necessary conditions, publicity and accountability, must also 
be present:  

1) That the citizen must be able to receive available information

2) That the different audiences can understand such information

3) And that exists a mechanism to hold the government 
accountable (i.e. free and fair elections and other checks and 
balances, generally present in a democratic system)
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Another use of OGD: the leveraging of the 
“publicity condition”  

Geographical, social and other sectors of 
the population in developed and 

developing nations have varied levels of 
education, accessibility, press freedom 

and levels of participation in government 
decisions, thus different prospects for 

publicity and accountability



Highly educated and information rich policymakers

Educated but information deficient policymakers

Global, local and grassroots media organizations with varied levels of information 
accessibility

Civil organizations and interest groups

Computer savvy individuals with limited knowledge of political issues

Lobby groups with effective use of different tools

Citizens with low levels of education and moderate mobile and Internet penetration

Citizens with good levels of education but low or no mobile and Internet penetration 
(particularly in rural areas)

Citizens with low levels of education with thirst of having objective information for 
effective participation

Citizens with low levels of interest in political processes

Another use of OGD: the leveraging of the 
“publicity condition”  

The reality of most world governments



Another use of OGD: the leveraging of the 
“publicity condition”  

Narrative Science’s technology is a powerful integration of Artificial Intelligence 
and Big Data analytics that is able to transform data into stories that are
indistinguishable from those authored by people.



Another use of OGD: Appropriate 
representation of OGD

Chile’s Ley Fácil         http://www.bcn.cl/guias/transparencia
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representation of OGD

Chile’s Ley Fácil         http://www.bcn.cl/guias/index_html



Other provoking thoughts

• Do not only focus on (take for granted) the 
physical layer and other layers; consider:

– Delay tolerance

– UDP+/smart streaming of data

– Long open and close sockets

– Consider worse scenarios



Thank you.


