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Design Principles

 Content and styling should be separated

 Text should use default bidirectional behavior



Localization

 Character Encoding

 UTF-8 vs. UTF-16

 Government Standards

 GB-2312/GB-18030



Identifying Encoding
<?xml version="1.0" encoding="utf-8"?>

<!DOCTYPE html PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD XHTML 1.0 Transitional//EN"

"http://www.w3.org/TR/xhtml1/DTD/xhtml1-transitional.dtd">

<html xmlns=http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml xml:lang=“ja" lang=“ja">

<head>

<meta http-equiv="content-type" content="text/html; charset=utf-8" />

…

</head>

<body>

…

</body>

</html>

http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml


Container Principle

 Pour content into a text container (block level element)

 Avoid specifying physical positioning

 Avoid using absolute positioning



Example from the BBC



Direction and images

Right to left image – align on right side with 

padding before text

Left to right image – align on left side with padding 

before text



International layout - ‘direction’



International Layout - Fonts

 Script of text impacts font sizing needed

 Allow user to choose font size

 Don’t assume what font will be available on a client

style="font-family: Times New Roman, serif;"



Font size demonstration

span.tibetan{font-family:"Kailasa", "Microsoft Himalaya"; font-size: 17px;}



Links

 BBC
 English: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/7360875.stm

 Arabic: http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/arabic/middle_east_news/newsid_7361000/7361932.stm

 Font size
 http://web.otani.ac.jp/cri/twrp/project/otet/texts/sundroema/index.html

 W3C Internationalization
 http://www.w3.org/TR/i18n-html-tech-char/

 Middle East Content
 http://www.microsoft.com/globaldev/handson/dev/Mideast.mspx
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