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&% Origins
= What's a “legislative information
system™?
= Who makes them?

= Who uses them?
= Who cares about them?
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&% Origins
= What's a “legislative information
system™?
= Who makes them?

= Who uses them?
= Who cares about them?
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*W Origins — (continued)

= Creation of THOMAS for the public

= Change in House majority

= Decision by the new Speaker
= Quality of first system

= Reaction of the public
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&W Origins — (continued)

= Conclusions from U.S. Experience

" Transparency necessary but not sufficient

= Additional standards had to be met:
= Accuracy
= Timeliness
= Completeness
= Clarity
= Context

June 2007 Workshop on eGov and the Web



w Proposed Criteria

= Accuracy. Is document correct? Is it the
correct document? How are errors detected
and corrected?

= Timeliness. Within hours? Same day? Next
day? What is required? Effect on accuracy.

= Completeness. Everything that is relevant.
And can it be found?

June 2007 Workshop on eGov and the Web 10



w Proposed Criteria -- (continued)

= Clarity. Is document clear or explained? Is
the process explained? Do timeliness and
clarity conflict?

= Context. Can the user understand the
purpose and context of the proposal and its
possible effect on policy? Is the legislative
context explained? Should we include the
arguments for and against?

June 2007 Workshop on eGov and the Web 11



&M Research Findings

= A comparative study
= European Parliament
= U.S. Congress

= Observer for five months
= Search for best practices

= Views from other parliaments:

= House of Commons
= Tweede Kamer

June 2007 Workshop on eGov and the Web
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Research Findings:

&W Summary

= Accuracy — Very good (+8)
= Timeliness — Good (+7)

= Completeness — Acceptable (+5); need better
integration of related information/documents

= Clarity — Acceptable (+5); needs to be more
timely

= Context — More work to be done
....we need more objective metrics

June 2007 Workshop on eGov and the Web 13
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H.R.3763

Title: To protect investors by improving the accuracy and reliability of corporate disclosures made pursuant to
the securities laws, and for other purposes.

Sponsor: Rep Oxley, Michael G. [OH-4] (introduced 2/14,/2002) Cosponsors (30)

Related Bills: H.RES.395, H.R.5070, H.R.5118, 5.2673

Latest Major Action: Became Public Law No: 107-204 [GPO: Text, PDF]

House Reports: 107-414; Latest Conference Report: 107-610 (in Congressional Record H5393-5411)

All Information (except | Text of CRS S
text) Leqgislation — Major Congressional Actions
Titles {C;GS}EOHSWS Committees All Congressional Actions
All Congressional Actions with
: Related Committee Amendments
Retated B Amendments Documents With links to Congressional Record pages, R
votes, reports
CBO Cost Estimates Subjects
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ALL ACTIONS:
2/14/2002:
Referred to the House Committee on Financial Services.
3/4/2002:
Referred to the Subcommittee on Capital Markets, Insurance and Government Sponsored
Enterprises.
3/13/2002:
Committee Hearings Held.
3/20/2002:
Committee Hearings Held.
4/9/2002:
Committee Hearings Held.
4/11/2002:
Committee Consideration and Mark-up Session Held. <—
4/11/2002:
Subcommittee on Capital Markets, Insurance and Government Sponsored Enterprises Discharged.
4/16/2002:
Committee Consideration and Mark-up Session Held. <

4/16/2002:
Ordered to be Reported (Amended) by the@
472272002 3:18pm:
Reported (Amended) by the Committee on Financial Sewices. ]

1111 "l]
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4/24/2002 1:34pm: ]
H.AMDT.458 Amendment (A005) offered by Mr. LaFalce. @tion: CR H1574- lSBQE)cext: CR H1574-
1583)
Amendment in the nature of a substitute SoUght to provide for the creation of a PubIic Regulatory
Organization, define the nature and composition of the organization, and delineate its specific roles and
responsibilities.
472472002 2:29pm:
H.AMDT.455 Amendment (A002) offered by Mr. Capuano. (consideration: CR H1564-1565; text: CR
H1564)
472472002 241 pm:
H.AMDT.458 On agreeing to the LaFalce amendment (A00S) Failed by recorded vote: 202 - 219 (Roll no.
108). |
4/24/2002 2:41pm: H
The House rose from the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union to report H.R. 3763.
472472002 2:42pm:
The previous guestion was ordered pursuant to the rule.
4/24/2002 2:43pm:
Mr. LaFalce moved to recommit with instructions to Financial Services.
4/24/2002 2:55pm:
The previous guestion on the motion to recommit with instructions was ordered without objection.
4/24/2002 3:14pm:
On motion to recommit with instructions Failed by recorded vote: 205 - 222 (Roll no. 109). (text: CR
H1589-1590)
4/24/2002 3:25pm:
On passage Passed by recorded vote: 334 - 90 (Roll no. 110). ]
< i |[ >]
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B Actof 2007 e=m

—c To reduce our Nation's dependency on foreign oil by investing in clean, renewable,

Go to- and alternative energy resources, promoting new emerging energy technologies,
developing greater efficiency, and creating a Strategic Energy Efficiency and

™ Bills Renewables Reserve to invest in alternative energy, and for other purposes.

" Senators 1/18/2007--Passed House without amendment. (This measure has not been amended since it was introduced. The summary
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order to become a law, a bill
must be approved by a
majority vote in both the
House and the Senate, and
then must be approved by the
President.

Learn more #¢

Information made available

by
Govtrack.Us

In the News &=

Corker Clean Fuel &4 JUNE 15, 2007
Amendment Provides Additional Alternatives
To ...

HR 6, the energy bill currently under consideration in the
Senate, would increase the country’s renewable fuel
reguirement to 8.5 billion gallons in 2008 ...

spurce: The Chattanoogan, TH

Mational Renewable Energy = JUNE 15 2007
Standard Debate Will Likely Culminate in ...

That vote would likely occur next Tuesday, when the next
Senate considers HR.6, the energy package. Senate Majority
Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) said on the ...

spurce: The Tennessean

Reid Threatens Weekend B JUNE 15, 2007
Session Over Delays on Energy Bill

Debate on the energy bill { HR & ) hit a roadblock this week
when Democrats tried to amend the bill to require major
utilities produce 15 percent of their ...

source: Congressional Quarterly, DC

37 more articles...

Blog Coverage ==

Update on the US Senate
Energy Bill, Part 2

&4 JUNE 15, 2007

Some 100 amendments to the energy bill under deliberation
in the Senate emerged in the first three days of debate,
among them being a proposal for a Mational Low-Carbon
Fuel Standard (Obama, SA 1579) and another being a
proposal to promote the development

source: Green Car Congress

Senate Energy Bill: No ™ JUNE 15, 2007

Voting Today

This is very similar to HR &, which passed the House in
January. So yes, all that effort on HRé this winter may
finally come to fruition. The last, and most pertinent, action
of the day was to declare, there will be no more votes

until ...

source: Wildlife Promise

National Renewable Energy = JUNE 15 2007
Standard Debate Will Likely Culminate in ...

Senate Energy and Matural Resources Chairman Jeff
Bingaman (D-MM) has proposed an amendment that would
add the 15% by 2020 standard to the energy package, HR.6,
but his colleague and ranking Republican on the energy
committes, ...
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Active Bills Recent Votes Learn More

i i+l —— T Wi
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Senate Vote #211 (Jun 14, 2007)
On the Motion to Table (Motion to Table Domenici Amdt. No. 1538 )

Result: Motion to Table Agreed to

Related Amendment: S Amdt. 1538 To provide for the establishment of a Federal clean portfolio standard., amending H K. 6: CLEAN
Energy Act of 2007.

The Mation to Table is used to kill a legislative matter. An Aye vote in favor of the motion is a vote against the bill or amendment.

Totals & Party Breakdown Primary Source
Total Democrat Republican Independent This information comes from Senate Vote #211 on the Senate
; website
Ayes: 56 (57%) N 47 T 2
- o

e o {39_"{3] — ; = 0 Geographic Voting Pattern
No Vote: 4 (4%) | 2 2 0 )
Required: Simple Majority of 95 votes e ise plow Tar infa)
Votes

Vote State Representative

[Sort] [Sort] [Sort by Hame] [Sort by Party]




&W Filling in the Gaps

= A more complete picture
= Technical solutions
= Political solutions

= Listening to citizens, encouraging
dialog, achieving balance

= Testing the solutions

June 2007 Workshop on eGov and the Web
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iw Why It Matters

We need a non partisan and authoritative
source of legislative information that
serves as the starting point for
discussions of public policy.

This source must present information
that is accurate, timely, complete, clear,
and presented in the broadest context
possible.

June 2007 Workshop on eGov and the Web 22



ﬁW Why It Matters

There must be also be the means for
citizens and groups to share their views
on legislation.

These forums for public discussion should
be linked and integrated with official
sources of information in a way that
adds value and achieves balance.
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&W Contact Information

Jeffrey C. Griffith
jeff@jandjgriffith.com
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